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Abstract 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a major plan aimed at changing how education 

works in India and helping the country reach its goal of becoming a developed nation by 

2047.The policy focuses on providing equal access to education, making sure it is of good 

quality, encouraging learning that covers many subjects, developing skills, improving digital 

knowledge, supporting research and innovation, and focusing on the overall growth of 

students.NEP 2020 wants to replace old teaching methods that rely on memorizing facts with 

new ways of learning that are centered around the student, encourage hands-on experiences, and 

help prepare young people for the modern world of work. The policy brings in major changes 

like a new structure for school subjects, early focus on reading and math, more flexible options 

for choosing subjects, teaching practical skills, using technology in learning, training teachers 

better, and creating a national body for research. These changes are meant to build a workforce 

that is skilled, creative, and ready to compete globally, which can help the country grow 

economically and socially. The policy also supports long-term goals like fairness, equal 

opportunities for all, using technology widely, encouraging new businesses, and learning that 

continues throughout life. But to make the vision of a developed India by 2047 a reality, there 

are challenges like not enough money, poor infrastructure, teachers not being well-prepared, 

unfair access to technology, problems in how things are managed, and differences in education 

quality between different areas. Making this policy work well will need teamwork between 

government, schools, businesses, local communities, and others. This study looks at how NEP 

2020 helps achieve India's goal of becoming a developed country by 2047, by looking at the 

main changes, the good opportunities, and the challenges in putting the policy into action. The 

study finds that if NEP 2020 is carried out well, it can help improve people's skills, encourage 

new ideas and research, make students more employable, and create an education system that is 
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fair and ready for the future, helping India become a strong, knowledgeable, and developed 

nation by 2047. 
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Introduction 

Education is the base for a country's growth, social progress, economic success, and empowering 

people. It helps create responsible citizens, encourages new ideas, and builds a workforce that 

can meet the needs of a fast-changing world. In the 21st century, changes in science, technology, 

digital tools, global connections, and artificial intelligence have reshaped both education and 

work. Because of this, education systems around the world are changing to help students develop 

important skills like thinking critically, being creative, solving problems, using technology, and 

learning throughout life. 

India, which has one of the biggest education systems in the world, needs education reforms to 

achieve long-term growth and become a developed country by 2047. The Government of India 

launched the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 on July 29, 2020, replacing the older 

National Policy on Education from 1986.NEP 2020 is the first major education plan of the 21st 

century and gives a clear plan for changing the Indian education system. The policy wants to 

make education more inclusive, fair, flexible, multi-disciplinary, centered on the student, and 

globally competitive. It aims to improve the quality of education across all levels, from early 

learning to higher education and lifelong learning, while keeping India's rich culture and values. 

One key goal of NEP 2020 is to provide a strong learning foundation through a new 5+3+3+4 

structure, replacing the old 10+2 system. 

The policy focuses on basic reading and math, learning based on skills, hands-on learning, 

multilingual education, vocational training, digital learning, and full assessment. It also allows 

students to choose subjects based on their interests and future goals.In higher education, the 

policy introduces options like entering and exiting programs, a credit bank system, multi-

disciplinary colleges, and a National Research Foundation to boost research, innovation, and 

academic performance. 

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 aims to turn India into a developed, self-reliant, innovative, and 

globally competitive nation by the 100th year of its independence. To reach this goal, India needs 
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an educated, skilled, and adaptable population that can help with economic growth, technology, 

sustainability, and social well-being.NEP 2020 is a key part of this vision by focusing on 

building human skills, improving education quality, supporting entrepreneurship, doing research, 

using digital tools, and helping people find jobs. Through these changes, the policy prepares 

students not just for today's jobs, but also for future fields like artificial intelligence, data science, 

renewable energy, biotechnology, robotics, and advanced manufacturing. NEP 2020 also 

supports the UN's Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4), which is about making education 

fair and accessible for everyone. The policy aligns with national projects like Digital India, Skill 

India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, Startup India, Make in India, and Viksit Bharat 2047 by encouraging 

innovation, entrepreneurship, digital skills, and research-based education. These efforts aim to 

make India more competitive in the global knowledge economy. 

Even though NEP 2020 has a big vision, there are some challenges in making it work. 

These include not enough money, a lack of trained teachers, unequal access to digital tools, poor 

infrastructure, differences between regions, complicated management, and changes in school 

subjects. To make the policy work, it needs teamwork from the central and state governments, 

schools, teachers, businesses, parents, and the public. Regular checks, strengthening schools, and 

investing in education are important for the policy to be successful nationwide. 

This paper looks at how the National Education Policy 2020 can help make India a developed 

nation by 2047. 

It covers the main changes in the policy, the opportunities it brings for improving human skills, 

innovation, research, and economic growth, and the challenges that must be overcome. The study 

also suggests ways to ensure NEP 2020 helps build an inclusive, knowledge-based, tech-savvy, 

and globally competitive India by 2047.Through this detailed analysis, the paper shows how 

education can be the main driver of India's journey toward becoming a developed country. 

NEP 2020 as a Driver for Developed India 2047 

The vision of Developed India 2047, also known as Viksit Bharat 2047, is about making India a 

developed, wealthy, fair, technologically strong, and globally competitive country by the time it 

celebrates 100 years of independence. To reach this goal, India needs a strong base of good 

education, skilled people, scientific research, innovation, entrepreneurship, and sustainable 

growth. The government sees education as the key to big changes in the country, so it launched 
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the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.This policy is meant to modernize the education 

system and help students meet the needs of the 21st century. 

NEP 2020 is not just about education it is a big plan for building the nation. 

It wants to create citizens who are smart, skilled, creative, good at making ethical decisions, and 

responsible. These people will help India grow economically, develop socially, advance 

technologically, and take a leading role in the world. The policy supports the Viksit Bharat 2047 

vision by focusing on high-quality education, learning across different subjects, using 

technology, doing research and innovation, providing job-focused training, encouraging startups, 

and supporting learning throughout life. 

Table 1. NEP 2020 as a Driver for Developed India 2047 

NEP 2020 Initiative Contribution to Developed India 2047 

Quality Education Creates knowledgeable and skilled citizens 

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Improves learning outcomes and productivity 

Skill Development Builds an industry-ready workforce 

Digital Education Accelerates digital transformation 

Research and Innovation Enhances scientific advancement 

Multidisciplinary Learning Encourages creativity and innovation 

Teacher Empowerment Improves educational quality 

Vocational Education Reduces unemployment and increases employability 

Entrepreneurship Education Promotes start-ups and self-employment 

Internationalization Improves global competitiveness 

Inclusive Education Ensures equal educational opportunities 

Lifelong Learning Supports continuous professional development 

Improving the Quality of Education 

Quality education is the base of a nation's growth in society, economy, and technology. The 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 says that better quality education is key to achieving the 

vision of a developed India by 2047 (Viksit Bharat 2047).The policy wants to change the Indian 

education system from one that focuses mostly on memorizing things and doing well in exams to 

one that encourages thinking deeply, being creative, solving problems, communicating well, and 

learning all the time. By focusing on education that is centered around the learner and building 
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skills, NEP 2020 wants to give students the knowledge, abilities, attitudes, and values needed to 

succeed in a world that is changing quickly. 

One major change in NEP 2020 is moving from learning facts for exams to learning by 

understanding ideas, using knowledge in real life, analyzing problems, and coming up with new 

solutions. This helps students become more curious, think for themselves, and take active roles 

in their learning. 

The policy also focuses on a full and varied education, recognizing that students should grow not 

just in school but also in their social, emotional, physical, and moral development. 

Schools are encouraged to include subjects like arts, music, sports, vocational training, 

awareness about the environment, teaching values, and life skills in their lessons. This balanced 

way of teaching helps students grow in all areas and become responsible people who can make a 

positive difference in society. 

To improve teaching in the classroom, NEP 2020 suggests using learning methods that are based 

on real experiences and activities. Teaching techniques like project-based learning, asking 

questions to explore ideas, learning together, doing experiments, visiting places, working with 

real people, and studying real situations help students connect what they learn in books with 

what happens in the real world. These methods make learning more interesting, help students 

remember better, encourage creativity, and improve their problem-solving skills. 

Teacher quality is also very important for educational progress. NEP 2020 proposes that teachers 

should have at least a four-year integrated Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) degree and should keep 

getting better through ongoing training, using digital tools, being guided by experienced 

teachers, and having career growth based on their performance. Good teachers who are well-

trained and motivated are important for using new teaching methods and helping students learn 

better. 

The policy also changes how students are assessed. 

Exams that just test what students can remember are replaced with ways that focus on what 

students can do, such as formative assessments, self-evaluations, peer reviews, and the Holistic 

Progress Card.This card looks at students’ learning, thinking, creativity, communication, 

leadership, ethical values, and their participation in school activities outside the main subjects. 

This new assessment system makes learning less stressful and encourages students to keep 

improving. 
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Another big change is the use of digital technology in education. NEP 2020 supports using smart 

classrooms, digital content, online labs, learning websites, artificial intelligence, and educational 

tools to make learning easier, more interesting, and tailored to each student’s needs. Digital tools 

also help create blended learning, where students can learn both in school and beyond. 

The policy also strengthens the basics of reading, writing, and math by making sure every child 

has these skills by the end of Grade 3.Good foundation in these areas helps students do better in 

school, stay in school longer, and build a strong base for higher education and continued 

learning. Furthermore, NEP 2020 asks schools to set up ways to check the quality of their 

education, give more freedom to teachers and schools, improve how they are run, and encourage 

research and new ideas. Working together between schools, businesses, and research groups is 

expected to make the learning content more relevant and better prepare students for new job 

opportunities. 

Future Challenges of NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 offers a detailed plan to change India's education 

system and help reach the goal of a developed India by 2047, called Viksit Bharat 

2047.Although the policy includes many good changes, it will only work well if challenges are 

solved. India has a very big and varied education system, with big differences in school 

buildings, teacher numbers, access to technology, and the economic and social situations in 

different parts of the country. Because of this, making the policy work the same way everywhere 

needs teamwork from the government, schools, teachers, parents, businesses, and local 

communities. 

Table 1. Major Future Challenges of NEP 2020 

Challenge Description Possible Impact 

Financial Resources Need for higher investment 

in education 

Slow implementation 

of reforms 

Teacher Training Continuous professional 

development required 

Reduced teaching 

effectiveness 

Digital Divide Unequal access to internet 

and digital devices 

Educational inequality 

Infrastructure Shortage of classrooms, Poor learning 
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laboratories, libraries environment 

Curriculum Reform Transition to competency-

based education 

Initial implementation 

difficulties 

Assessment Reform Shift from rote learning to 

holistic assessment 

Need for teacher 

capacity building 

Governance Coordination among Central 

and State Governments 

Policy implementation 

delays 

Research Funding Limited financial support for 

innovation 

Reduced research 

output 

Equity and Inclusion Regional and social 

disparities 

Unequal educational 

opportunities 

Monitoring Lack of effective evaluation 

mechanisms 

Difficulty in measuring 

policy outcomes 

Major Challenges 

1.Financial Constraints: 

Achieving the target of increasing public expenditure on education to 6% of GDP requires 

sustained financial commitment. Limited funding may delay infrastructure development, teacher 

training, and technology integration. 

2.Teacher Capacity Building: 

Teachers need regular training in competency-based education, digital pedagogy, multilingual 

teaching, and innovative assessment practices. Without adequate professional development, 

reforms may not be implemented effectively. 

3.Digital Divide: 

Many students, particularly in rural and economically disadvantaged areas, lack reliable internet 

connectivity and digital devices. Bridging this divide is essential for equitable access to digital 

education. 

4.Infrastructure Development: 

Schools and higher education institutions require modern classrooms, laboratories, libraries, 

internet facilities, and smart learning environments to support NEP reforms. 

5.Governance and Coordination: 
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Successful implementation requires effective collaboration between the Central Government, 

State Governments, universities, regulatory bodies, and schools. Differences in administrative 

capacity may slow progress. 

6.Inclusive Education: 

Ensuring equal educational opportunities for girls, rural learners, tribal communities, and 

students with disabilities remains a major challenge that requires targeted interventions. 

Future Opportunities of NEP 2020 

Despite implementation challenges, NEP 2020 offers significant opportunities to strengthen 

India's education system and contribute to national development. By promoting quality 

education, innovation, digital transformation, research, and skill development, the policy can 

prepare learners to meet future global challenges. 

Table 2. Major Future Opportunities under NEP 2020 

Opportunity Expected Benefit 

Quality Education Improved learning outcomes 

Skill Development Industry-ready workforce 

Digital Education Greater educational access 

Research and Innovation Scientific and technological advancement 

Entrepreneurship Job creation and economic growth 

Multidisciplinary Learning Creativity and innovation 

International Collaboration Global academic recognition 

Teacher Development Improved teaching quality 

Inclusive Education Equal learning opportunities 

Lifelong Learning Continuous skill development 

Major Opportunities 

1.Human Capital Development: 

The policy aims to develop knowledgeable, skilled, and innovative citizens who can contribute 

to national growth and global competitiveness. 

2.Digital Transformation: 

Online learning platforms, artificial intelligence, digital libraries, and virtual laboratories can 

improve access to quality education and support personalized learning. 



72 

www.njesr.com 

 
 

3.Research and Innovation: 

The National Research Foundation (NRF) can strengthen research culture, encourage 

interdisciplinary collaboration, and promote innovation across higher education institutions. 

4.Skill-Based Education: 

Vocational education, internships, coding, entrepreneurship, and practical training can reduce the 

gap between education and employment. 

5.Global Competitiveness: 

International collaborations, multidisciplinary universities, and improved research output can 

enhance India's reputation as a global education destination. 

6.Inclusive Growth: 

Special support for disadvantaged groups can improve educational equity and promote social 

justice. 

Discussion 

The National Education Policy 2020 is one of the biggest changes in education since India 

became independent. It focuses on students, using a mix of subjects and technology, and aims to 

change how education is given and what it teaches. This new way of teaching helps students 

learn better, think more critically, be creative, do research, and come up with new ideas, which 

helps them face future challenges in school and work. The policy places a strong focus on basic 

reading and math skills, practical training, using technology in learning, flexible learning plans, 

and giving more power to teachers. These changes are important because they help education 

keep up with the needs of the modern world, where knowledge and skills are key to success. 

However, for this policy to work well, there are several things that need to be fixed. There isn't 

enough money, not everyone has equal access to technology, there aren't enough trained teachers, 

school buildings are not good enough, and there are differences between regions. To solve these, 

there needs to be good planning, teamwork between different groups, and regular checks to make 

sure things are going well. The governments, schools, teachers, parents, businesses, and the 

public all have a role to play in making the policy a success. 

NEP 2020 also gives India a chance to work with other countries, offer education that covers 

many subjects, use new digital tools, and be known for great research. By putting money into 

people's skills and creating an education system that is flexible, fair, and forward-thinking, India 

can build a workforce that helps the country grow economically, develop new technologies, and 
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move society forward. Overall, NEP 2020 has the ability to help build the nation. If done right, it 

can improve the quality of education, reduce unfairness, encourage new ideas, and support the 

long-term goal of making India a developed and competitive country by 2047.Education can then 

become the main force behind India's progress and success on the world stage. 

Conclusion 

The National Education Policy 2020 is a big plan for the future of education in India and helps 

work towards the goal of a developed India by 2047.It focuses on providing good education, 

learning across different subjects, using technology, building skills, encouraging research, and 

promoting innovation. These efforts aim to create a group of people who are knowledgeable, 

skilled, and able to compete globally. Although there are some challenges like making sure the 

plan is carried out well, getting enough money, improving school buildings, and training 

teachers, these can be handled with careful planning, strong leadership, and teamwork from 

everyone involved. If NEP 2020 is implemented properly, it will not only help students do better 

in school but also help the country grow economically, advance in technology, include more 

people in society, and work towards a sustainable future. Because of this, NEP 2020 has the 

chance to be a key part of India's path to becoming a developed nation by 2047. 
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