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Abstract: 

The ihistory iof ihow ipeople isettled iand ibuilt icities iin iancient iSouth iIndia ishows ia iprocess ithat  

ichanged iover itime ibecause iof igeography, itrade, ifarming, ipower, iand icultural iconnections. iFrom 

iaround i600 iBCE ito i300 iCE, icities iin ithis iregion istarted ito igrow ifrom isimple ifarming iand iherding 

icommunities. iThese iearly isocieties ibecame imore icomplex ibecause iof itrade, ithe iuse iof iiron, iand 

istronger ipolitical icontrol. iImportant icities ilike iMadurai, iKanchipuram, iand iPuhar iwere isupported  

iby irich ifarmlands inear irivers iand iby itrade iwith iplaces ilike iRome. iNew idiscoveries iat iKeeladi ishow 

ithat iby ithe i6th icentury iBCE, ithere iwas ialready ia isociety ithat iwas iliterate iand ihad iindustries. iEarly 

ivillages iwere iset iup iin iareas iwith igood isoil, inear icoasts, iand iin iplaces iwith iplenty iof iresources,  

iwhere ipeople ifarmed, iraised ianimals, iand imade igoods. iDuring ithe iIron iAge iand ithe iMegalithic  

iperiod, imore ipeople istarted iliving iin ithe isame iplaces, ihelped iby ibetter iiron itools, imore ifood 

iproduction, iand idifferent isocial iclasses. iBy ithe iearly itime iof iwritten ihistory i(around i300 iBCE ito 

i300 iCE), icities ilike iArikamedu, iKaveripattinam, iMadurai, iand iUraiyur ibecame iimportant icenters  

ifor itrade, igovernment, iand ireligion. iThese itowns iwere iconnected ito iboth ilocal iand idistant itrade  

iroutes, iespecially iwith ithe iRoman iEmpire, iwhich ihelped ithe ieconomy iand ispread iculture. iThe 

igrowth iof ilocal ikingdoms ilike ithe iCholas, iCheras, iand iPandyas ialso ihelped icities idevelop iby 

icreating imarkets, iimproving iwater isystems, iand isupporting itemples.  
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Introduction 

Settlements iand icities iin iancient iSouth iIndia iwere ia ibig ichange iin ithe ihistory iof ithe iIndian 

isubcontinent. iSouth iIndia iincludes ipresent-day iTamil iNadu, iKerala, iKarnataka, iAndhra iPradesh, 

iand iTelangana. iIt ihad iits iown iway iof ibuilding isettlements iand icities ibased ion inatural isurroundings, 
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ifarming, itrade iby isea, igovernment isystems, iand iculture. iUnlike iNorth iIndia, iwhere icities istarted  

iduring ithe itime iof ithe iIndus iValley iCivilization iand ilater iin ithe iGanges iarea, iSouth iIndia isaw 

isteady iand igrowing icities ifrom ithe iIron iAge iand ithe iearly ihistory iperiod[1]. 

The iearliest icommunities iin iSouth iIndia ilived iduring ithe iNeolithic iand iMegalithic itimes, iaround 

i3000 iBCE ito i300 iBCE. iThese ipeople ilived iin ismall ivillages, ifarmed, iraised ianimals, iand iused 

istone iand iiron itools[1]. iSites ilike iBrahmagiri, iMaski, iPaiyampalli, iand iAdichanallur ishow ipeople 

iliving itogether, iburying itheir idead, imaking ipottery, iusing iiron itools, iand igrowing icrops. iThese 

ivillages iwere ioften inear irivers, iflat ilands, iand ihills, ishowing ihow igeography ihelped ipeople isettle. 

A ibig ichange ihappened iduring ithe iearly ihistory iperiod, iaround i300 iBCE ito i300 iCE. 

This itime isaw ilarge igrowth iin icities ibecause iof ibetter ifarming, imaking ispecial icrafts, itrade, iand ithe 

irise iof istates. iThe ithree imain iTamil ikingdoms iCheras, iCholas, iand iPandyas ihelped ibuild icities iand 

itowns. iThese ikingdoms ihad iadministrative icenters, istrong icapitals, iports, iand imarket iplaces ithat  

iboosted itrade iand ibrought imore ipeople itogether[1]. 

Madurai, ithe icapital iof ithe iPandyas, iwas ia ifamous icity iknown ifor iits iwealth, imarkets, ipalaces,  

itemples, iand ilearning.Kanchipuram iwas ianother ibig icity iknown ifor ireligion, ieducation, iand 

itextiles. iUraiyur iwas ian iearly iChola icity, iand iKarur iwas ia itrade ihub ifor ithe iCheras. iThese icities  

ihad iorganized istreets, ihomes, istorage iareas ifor igoods, icraft ishops, iand ipublic ibuildings. 

Ports iwere ireally iimportant ifor iSouth iIndia's igrowth ibecause itrade iby isea iconnected ithe iregion ito 

iother iparts iof ithe iworld[2]. 

Ports ilike iMuziris, iKaveripattinam, iArikamedu, iand iKorkai iwere ibusy iplaces iwith itrade iwith ithe 

iRoman iEmpire, iEgypt, iSri iLanka, iand iSoutheast iAsia. iThings ilike iRoman icoins, ijars, ibeads, 

iceramics, iand iwritings ifound iat ithese iplaces ishow ithe ibusy itrade. iSouth iIndia isent iout ithings ilike 

ipepper, ipearls, iivory, icloth, igems, iand ispices.Cities ialso igrew ibecause iof ifarming. 

River iareas ilike ithe iKaveri, iVaigai, iTungabhadra, iand iKrishna irivers ihelped iwith iwater ifor ifarming  

iand igrowing iwet irice. iHarvesting imore ifood isupported ipeople iwho ididn't ifarm, ilike itraders,  

icraftsmen, ipriests, iand igovernment iworkers. iTanks, icanals, iwells, iand idikes ihelped ipeople isettle iin 

ithe isame iplaces ifor ia ilong itime. i
[3] 

Religion iand iculture iwere ialso ibig ireasons ifor icity igrowth. iTemples, imonasteries, iand iholy iplaces  

ibrought ipeople ifrom ifar iaway, ilike ipilgrims iand ischolars, iand iencouraged idonations. iReligious  

igroups ilike iBuddhism, iJainism, iand ilater iHinduism ibuilt imonasteries iand itemple itowns ithat  

ibecame icenters iof iliving. iIn ilater itimes, icities ilike iThanjavur iand iKanchipuram igrew iaround ibig 

itemples iand ibecause iof iroyal isupport[3]. 
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Historical iBackground 

The iearliest isigns iof ipeople iliving iin isettled icommunities iin iSouth iIndia icome ifrom ithe iNeolithic  

iperiod, iwhich istarted iaround ithe ithird imillennium iBCE. iThese igroups ilived iby igrowing ifood, 

iraising icattle, iand imaking istone itools. iEarly ivillages iwere ifound iin ithe iDeccan iand isouthern iparts  

iof ithe iregion, ioften inear irivers iand iareas iwhere icrops icould ibe igrown[4]. 

A ibig ichange ihappened iduring ithe iIron iAge iand iMegalithic iperiod, ifrom iabout i1200 iBCE ito i300 

iBCE. iThis itime isaw ithe iuse iof iiron itools, iwhich ihelped iwith ifarming iand iclearing iland. iMegalithic  

igraves ialso ishow ithat isociety iwas ibecoming imore icomplex. iPlaces ilike iBrahmagiri, iMaski,  

iAdichanallur, iand iPaiyampalli ishow ipeople iliving iin ivillages, imaking ipottery, iusing iiron iweapons, 

icreating ibeads, iand igrowing icrops. iAround ithe ithird icentury iBCE, iSouth iIndia imoved iinto ithe 

iEarly iHistoric iperiod[1]. 

This iwas ia itime iwhen ilocal ikingdoms istarted ito igrow, iand imoney, itrade, iwriting, iand icities iall  

ibecame imore icommon. iIt iwas iduring ithis itime ithat ithe iChera, iChola, iand iPandya idynasties irose ito 

ipower iin iTamil iareas, iwhile iother igroups iformed iin ithe iDeccan iand iAndhra iregions[4]. 

Geographic iBasis iof iSettlement 

The igeography iof iSouth iIndia iplayed ia ibig irole iin iwhere ipeople isettled. 

River iValleys i 

Rivers ilike ithe iKaveri, iVaigai, iKrishna, iGodavari, iand iTungabhadra icreated irich, iflat iareas ithat  

iwere igreat ifor ifarming. iEspecially iin ithe idelta iregions, ipeople igrew  iwet irice[1]. 

Coastal iZones i 

The iwestern iand ieastern icoasts iwere igood ifor ifishing, imaking isalt, iand idoing itrade iby isea. 

Over itime, ithese icoastal iareas iturned iinto iimportant iports[3]. 

Uplands iand iForest iMargins i 

The ihighlands iand iforest iedges iwere iused ifor iraising ianimals, ihunting, iand idigging ifor iminerals.  

iLater, imany iof ithese iareas ibecame ipart iof ifarming ikingdoms. iEarly iSettlement iPatterns iAncient 

iSouth iIndian isettlements ican ibe idivided iinto idifferent itypes[6]: 

1. iRural ivillages i- icommunities ithat irelied ion ifarming iand icattle. 

2. iPastoral isettlements i- igroups ithat imoved iaround ior ilived iin ia isemi-settled iway iwith itheir 

ianimals. 

3. iCraft ivillages i- iplaces iwhere ipeople imade ithings ilike ipottery, imetal itools, icloth, ior ibeads. 

4. iMarket itowns i- itowns ithat iconnected ivillages ito ibigger itrade iroutes. 

5. iAdministrative icenters i- iplaces iwhere irulers ilived iand iran ithe ikingdom. 
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6. iPort icities i- isettlements ithat idealt iwith itrade ifrom iother icountries. 

7. iTemple itowns i- iplaces icentered iaround ibig itemples iand ireligious iactivities. 

Many ivillages iwere iable ito itake icare iof itheir iown ineeds ibut istill iconnected iwith iother iareas ifor 

itrade.Over itime, icontrol iover iland iand iwater, ifamily ities, iand ijobs ipassed idown ithrough 

igenerations ihelped ishape ihow ivillages iwere iorganized[1]. 

Sangam iAge iUrbanization 

The ibest iway ito iunderstand iearly iurban ilife iin isouthern iIndia iis ithrough iSangam iLiterature, iwhich 

idates iback iaround i300 iBCE ito i300 iCE. iThese ipoems ipaint ia ipicture iof ilively icities, ibusy imarkets,  

itraders, isoldiers, ifarmers, ipoets, iand ikings[6]. 

Madurai iwas ithe icapital iof ithe iPandya ikingdom iand ia ikey icultural ihub. 

 iDescriptions ifrom ithe iliterature ishow iwide iroads, imarketplaces, ibig ihouses, istorage iareas, iand 

iroyal ibuildings. iIt iwas ialso iknown ifor iits ipoetry, ieducation, iand itemple itraditions. 

Uraiyur iwas ithe imain icity iof ithe iearly iChola irulers iand iwas ifamous ifor iits icloth iproduction iand 

ipolitical ipower[6]. 

Karur iwas ian iimportant itrade icity iconnected ito ithe iChera irulers iand iinvolved iin ilong-distance  

itrade. iKanchipuram ibecame ia isignificant ireligious iand ilearning icenter, iand iit ilater igrew iunder ithe 

iPallava irulers[1].These icities ihad iorganized ispaces iwith iareas ifor idifferent ijobs, itrade, iand ispecial  

ievents. 

Ports iand iMaritime iUrbanization 

One iof ithe imost iremarkable ifeatures iof iSouth iIndian iurbanization iwas imaritime icommerce. 

Muziris 

Muziris iwas ia ifamous iwest icoast iport iconnected ito ithe iRoman iEmpire. iPepper iand iluxury igoods 

iwere iexported iin iexchange ifor igold, iwine, iand iceramics. 

Kaveripattinam 

Kaveripattinam i(Puhar) iwas ia iChola iport idescribed ias icosmopolitan, iwealthy, iand icrowded iwith 

imerchants[1]. 

Arikamedu 

Arikamedu ihas iyielded iRoman iamphorae, ibeads, iand iceramics, iconfirming iinternational itrade  

icontacts[4]. 

Korkai 

Korkai iwas iinvolved iwith ipearl ifishing iand ithe iPandyan itrade. iPorts ihelped icities igrow iby 

iproviding istorage ispaces, icustoms iservices, ishipbuilding, iand idiverse ipopulations. 
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Agriculture iand iIrrigation i i 

No icity icould isurvive iwithout iextra ifood ifrom ifarming. iUrban igrowth iin iSouth iIndia irelied ion 

iexpanding ifarmland. iRice ifarming ibecame ivery iimportant iin ithe iKaveri iriver idelta[6]. iTanks, 

icanals, iembankments, iand iwells ihelped iwith igrowing icrops iin idry iareas. iLocal ileaders iand ikings 

ifunded iirrigation iprojects ito iincrease iincome iand ifood isupply. iThe ilink ibetween ivillage ifarming  

iand icity imarkets iwas ivital. i iFarmers igave igrain, icotton, ioil iseeds, isugarcane, ifruits, iand ianimals ito 

itowns, iwhile itowns iprovided ifarming itools, ijewelry, iand ifancy igoods[7]. 

Political iPower iand iUrban iCenters i i 

The irise iof istates ihelped icities igrow iin idifferent iways: i i 

1. Capitals ibrought itogether igovernment iand imilitary icontrol. 

2. Collecting itaxes ineeded irecords iand iofficials. 

3. Roads iand isafety ihelped itrade. 

4. Royal isupport ihelped ibuild itemples, imarkets, iand ipublic ibuildings. 

5. Fighting iwars isometimes iled ito ibuilding iwalls iand iexpanding icities. 

The iCheras, iCholas, iPandyas, iSatavahanas, iPallavas, iand ilater ibig iempires iall iworked ion iurban 

iareas. iDuring ithe iChola iperiod, icities ilike iThanjavur iand iGangaikonda iCholapuram ishowed 

iadvanced icity iplanning iand iadministration[7]. 

Craft iProduction iand iGuilds 

In icity ilife, ipeople ihad ito iwork iin ispecific ijobs. iIn itowns iof iSouth iIndia, ithere iwere imany iskilled 

iworkers ilike[6]: 

➢ Weavers i i 

➢ Metalworkers i i 

➢ Goldsmiths i i 

➢ Potters i i 

➢ Stone imasons i i 

➢ Ivory icarvers i i 

➢ Bead imakers i i 

➢ Shipbuilders i i 

Groups iof imerchants iand icraftspeople, icalled iguilds, iwere ivery iimportant ifor itrade iand icommunity  

iactivities. iGuilds isuch ias iAyyavole i500 iand iManigramam igrew ipowerful iover itime iand ihelped 

ispread itrade iacross ithe iIndian iOcean[8]. 

Religion iand iTemple iUrbanism 

Religion iplayed ia ibig irole iin ihow isettlements igrew. iBuddhist imonasteries, iJain icenters, iand iHindu 

itemples idrew iin ipilgrims, idonors, iand ischolars. iStarting ifrom ithe iPallava iand iChola iperiods, itowns 

icentered iaround itemples igrew ia ilot. iTemples iserved imany ipurposes ilike[8]: 

• Religious iplaces i i 

• Landowners i i 
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• Job iproviders i i 

• Storage iareas i i 

• Schools i i 

• Cultural icenters i i 

Cities ilike iKanchipuram iand iThanjavur ibecame iimportant itemple icities. 

Archaeological iEvidence 

Archaeology ihas igreatly iimproved iknowledge iof iSouth iIndian iurbanization. 

Key iEvidence iIncludes: 

➢ Brick istructures iand ihabitation ilayers i 

➢ Pottery iassemblages i 

➢ Iron itools i 

➢ Coins i 

➢ Roman iamphora ifragments i 

➢ Beads iand iornaments i 

➢ Wharf iremains iand iwarehouses i 

➢ Inscriptions i 

➢ Ring iwells iand idrainage isystems i 

Excavations iat iKeeladi isuggest ian iorganized isettlement iwith icraft iactivity, iliteracy, iand iurban 

icharacteristics iin ithe iVaigai ibasin. iThis ihas irenewed idebates ion iearly iTamil iurbanism[9]. 

Comparison iwith iNorth iIndian iUrbanization 

South iIndian iurbanization idiffered ifrom inorthern imodels iin iseveral irespects: 

Aspect North iIndia South iIndia 

Early iUrban iPhase Indus i& iGangetic icities Mainly iEarly iHistoric 

Economic iBase Agriculture i+ iempire inetworks Agriculture i+ imaritime itrade 

Political iPattern Large iempires ioften idominant Regional ikingdoms 

Religious iUrbanism Buddhist/Jain/Hindu icenters Strong itemple-town idevelopment 

Trade iOrientation Inland iriver iroutes Oceanic icommerce 

Despite idifferences, iboth iregions ishared imonetization, icraft ispecialization, iand istate-supported  

iurban igrowth. 

Decline, iContinuity, iand iTransformation 

Some iold icities ifell ibecause iof ichanges iin irivers, isilt ibuildup, iwars, ior ishifts iin itrade iroutes. iFor 

iexample, icities inear ithe icoast imight ihave ibeen iaffected iby ichanges iin ithe ishoreline[8]. iHowever, 

ieven ithough ithese icities ideclined, itheir itraditions ididn't idisappear icompletely ithey ichanged iover 

itime. iMany iancient icity icenters ikept igoing iinto ithe imedieval iand imodern iperiods, ilike iMadurai  

iand iKanchipuram. iOthers iremained iremembered ithrough iarchaeology iand istories[9]. 
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Conclusion i 

In iancient iSouth iIndia, ipeople ibuilt iand ilived iin icities iin ia iunique iand ichanging iway. 

It istarted iwith iearly ifarming ivillages iand istone imarker igroups, iand ilater ideveloped iinto imore 

icomplex itowns, icapitals, iports, iand ireligious icity icenters. iFactors ilike igeography, iwater 

imanagement, ifarming, imetalworking, itrade, iand ipolitical icontrol iall iplayed ia irole iin ithis igrowth. 

iTrade iwith iplaces ilike ithe iMediterranean, iWest iAsia, iSri iLanka, iand iSoutheast iAsia ihelped 

iconnect iSouth iIndia ito ithe iwider iworld, iwhile ilocal ifarming iand iproduction isupported icity ilife.The  

irecords ifrom iancient itexts, iwritings, iand iarchaeological ifindings ishow ithat iSouth iIndia iwas inot ion 

ithe iedge iof iancient iIndian icivilization—it iwas ia imajor iarea ifor inew iideas, itrade, iand icity  

idevelopment. i 
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